
Statue of Maeda Masatoshi,  
Second-Generation Lord of the Toyama Domain 
 
-The Lord Who Helped Patent Medicines Blossom- 
 
Maeda Masatoshi: 1649-1706 (Reign as Feudal Lord: 1674-1706) 
 

The second-generation lord of the Toyama Domain. Masatoshi followed in the footsteps of his 
father Toshitsugu, the first lord of the domain, by focusing on promoting literary and military arts, 
encouraging industry such as the cultivation of new rice paddies, and other efforts to improve domain 
governance. Masatoshi himself was known as a man of culture, with a particular interest in collecting old 
coins. He also famously laid the groundwork for Toyama’s patent medicine industry, as passed down in the 
“legend of Hangontan.” 

When Masatoshi was at Edo Castle in 1690, there was a feudal lord there who complained of 
terrible pain, so Masatoshi offered some of the Hangontan patent medicine that he always carried— and 
within moments, the lord was feeling better. The other lords present were so astonished at the effectiveness 
of Hangontan that they demanded it also be sold in their own domains. As the legend goes, Masatoshi’s 
order that peddlers go to the other domains around Japan marked the official start of Toyama’s patent 
medicine industry. Because of this legend, Masatoshi is still beloved by the people of Toyama City, as the 
lord who enabled Toyama’s medicines to grow across a nationwide market. 

This statue of Masatoshi was erected in 1954. The design was carved by Taiju Sasaki, and the 
casting was performed by Takaoka Chugeisha. The entire statue, including the stone pedestal, stands 
roughly 10 m tall. 
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